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Moeell's Introduction to Mental Philosophy.
usually the results of a number of simpler agencies, they should be carefully analyzed, lor the purpose of discovering, as far as possible, the more " that in the one case the actual object on which the mind is occupied is present to us, while in the latter case it is absent; residence, from the first elementary perceptions up to the present moment, entering into the process of ideation ; accordingly, he holds the origin of ideas to be simply that they are neither born within us nor impressed upon us from without, but are the product of the mind's free activity operating in connexion with the world around, and that they act and react, blend together, and are associated. When an idea becomes so fixed in the consciousness as to be proof against all counteracting influences, the result he points out is insanity, and that fixed ideas are the most frequent symptoms of incipient monomania. He instances the blending of ideas in the manner that the highest religious ideas in Catholic countries are blended together in the service of the mass. As to the association of ideas, the general conclusion he arrives at is : "1. That frequency of connexion between any two events in nature tends to strengthen the mental association between them, and thus to give rise to the feeling that future occurrences in the same order are probable. 
